GARDEN TOURS

Magical Morocco Garden Tour 2009
May 7th — 16th, 2009



MAGICAL MOROCCO GARDEN TOUR

Morocco, with its palaces,
gardens and monuments, its
history and passions, is a
country you will fall in love with.
Join us for this exclusive one of
a kind tour and make magical
memories!

9 Nights 5 Star Deluxe Hotels
All Breakfasts

All Lunches

All Dinners including special
dinners at

La Maison Bleue and Al-
Yacout

Pickup at Casablanca
Mohammed V Airport
Delivery to Marrakech-Menara
Airport

Tour manager throughout
Itinerary

A/C Motorcoach

Cookery course at La Maison
Arabe

Tips to Guides and Drivers
Tips at hotels and restaurants
All entrance fees as per
itinerary

Luggage Portage

¢ Unforgettable Memories!

Morocco, with its palaces and monuments,
its history and passions, is a country you will
fall in love with. Tangier, the main port on the
Mediterranean is probably the least
Moroccan anywhere in the country. This,
after all, used to be the International Zone
for half a century, home to an eclectic
foreign community of European expatriates,
exiles and refugees. This legacy is still alive
in the architecture of the town, its hybridized
culture and, the skyline and setting which
are equal to any other resort on the other
side of the Mediterranean.

Meknes is a great imperial city. This is a city
of lost ages with a great deal of historical
monuments... and walls, over 45km of them!
Meknes is dominated by Moulay Ismails,
arguably Morocco’s most tyrannical Sultan,
spectacular creations from the late 17th
century. There is also the city’'s varied and
busy markets which, although smaller than
their counterpart in Fes, give a good idea for
crafts’ quality and price for first-time
shoppers. You will also appreciate the
relaxed and friendly atmosphere of Meknes
over the drama of Fes. Other attractions of
Meknes are Volubilis, Morocco’s most
important Roman site.

The highlight in this part of Morocco is
without doubt Fes , or Fez as it is also
known. Since its foundation in the 8th
century by Moulay Idriss, it has been the
seat of government of the great dynasties of
the Merenids, Wattasids and Alaouites. As
the imperial capital for close to 10 centuries
of the Moroccan empire, Fes was the major
intellectual and cultural centre of the Islamic
world, rivalling the greatest cities in Europe.

Today, Fes is unique not only in Morocco but
in the wider world, in preserving the external
appearance and way of life of its distant
medieval past. It is a city that seems
suspended between the middle ages and the
modern world.

In terms of historical monuments, mosques
and madrassas, Fes has as much as
Marrakech, Meknes and other imperial cities
put together.

In the cities of Rabat and Casablanca, French
post-colonial influence is dominant. Don’t
picture some exotic destination as both towns
were developed by the French and look very
much like any other modern European city. In
fact, Casablanca’s main attraction is its
unigue colonial landmarks in the city centre, a
French idealization of traditional Moroccan
style. Rabat is also markedly modern in its
European grid, but also contains some of the
finest historical monuments in Morocco dating
from the Almohad and Merinid dynasties. If
you haven't seen the movie ‘Casablanca’ in a
while, now would be a good time to refresh
yourself. Warner Brothers originally wanted
Ronald Reagan and Ann Sheridan to star in a
medium budget picture called "Everybody
Goes to Rick's?" Deciding instead to
capitalize on the rising popularity of
Humphrey Bogart, they rethought the project,
gave him a new leading lady, Ingrid Bergman,
and renamed the movie ‘Casablanca’.

Marrakech, Morocco’s most popular tourist
destination holds an enduring fantasy and
immediate excitement for visitors. Even those
tourists who return many times will always
find it a compelling place with a delirious
imagination, a thousand stories to tell, an
enchanted carnival city that opens a door to a
past that has lasted thousands of years and
shows no signs of stopping.

The setting of Marrakech itself is magnificent:
the capital of the South with close proximity to
the Sahara, it is dominated by the peaks of
the magnificent Atlas Mountains. The
forbidding appearance of the peaks, hazy in
the scorching heat of summer, make for an
amazing view behind the city’s palmery in
winter: shimmering white with snow!




TOUR ITINERARY:
Thursday, May 7th, 2009 Day 1: Casablanca Airpor t - Hotel

After your arrival at Casablanca Mohammed V Airport, our driver/guide will be there to welcome you to the ever
charming kingdom and accompany you to your hotel to rest.

Your hotel for the next two nights:

Hotel Riad Salam

The Hotel Riad Salam is on a ledge overlooking the Atlantic Ocean at the base of
Anfa Mountain, 3 kilometers from Casablanca. Located on the Corniche, the hotel
is at a 5-minute drive from Tour Hassan Il. The hotel lies 30 kilometres from the
airport. There are 202 spacious and well-furnished rooms available, all air-
conditioned and equipped with the latest amenities.

Riad Salam offers a choice of restaurants that serves Moroccan, Spanish, Italian
as well as international cuisine. Options for leisure activities include indoor and
outdoor swimming pools, sauna, fitness centre, tennis court and a golf course.

Air conditioning, Balcony / Terrace, Cable / Satellite TV, Hairdryer, Mini bar,
Private bathroom / Ensuite, Radio, Telephone

Friday, May 8th, Day 2: Casablanca

After breakfast, we will start our discovery of the economic capital of the kingdom and its biggest city.

We will start our city tour with a morning walk through “Parc de la Ligue Arabe”, the
biggest park in Casablanca with its beautiful palm trees and many varieties of plants.
This park is Casablanca’s oasis! This verdant and peaceful area acts as the city’s
lungs and is an ideal place for a stroll. Landscaped in the early twentieth century, it
has magnificent century-old trees. Between the majestic trunks of the tall palm trees
you may spot the old Sacré-Coeur cathedral built in the Arts Déco style, so
characteristic of the 1930s. But the most striking thing about the park is the flaming
colour of the flowers - plumeria, bougainvillea, bignonia... - which you may savour in
the shade of an orange tree. Opened at the beginning of the 20th century, palms line
the walkways, alongside green spaces dotted with pergolas and dozens of varieties

of tree. This garden, used to be called Lyautey Garden, was founded between 1917 and 1919 and planed by the
architect Albert Parade.

SacreCoeur

We will continue our tour with an outside visit to the splendid Hassan Il Mosque: a
breathtaking landmark of Casablanca with its tallest minaret at 210m. Its
architecture takes its majestic inspiration from Arabic and Islamic traditions but
boldly surpasses them. In size: it occupies an esplanade covering 2 hectares that
can receive up to 80,000 faithful. In technology: the cedar ceiling in the immense
prayer room slides back and forth! In visibility: from the top of the minaret, a laser
beam indicates the direction of Mecca. It is also the only mosque in the country to
be open to non-Muslims. Hassan || Mosque; after Mecca, is the largest religious

monument in the world. Completed in 1993, this ornate modern marvel is the work
of over 6,000 artisans and craftsmen whose talents are evident in the intricate decorations and embellishments. It was
designed by the French architect Michel Pinseau. Its most distinctive features are a glass floor [for royal use and off
limits to visitors] built out over the Atlantic that allows worshippers to see the ocean as they kneel to pray and a sliding
ceiling opened on special occasions to grant visions of the sky above as well.

Continue along to the Ain Diab Corniche where there is some time to walk along the coast.
Hotel Riad Salam
B/L/D



Saturday, May 9th, Day 3: Casablanca —Tangier

Leave Casablanca northward to Tangier, the capital of the north of the kingdom and one of the most attractive cities in
Morocco. Tangier is at a stone throw from Gerbil Tar (15 km from Spain) and it's thus the main gate to Europe for the
ferry users .

The city tour of Tangier will include a visit to an art gallery endowed by the late Marguerite McBey with works by her
husband James McBey, Claudio Bravo, Lavery, Raphael Cidoncha and a corner dedicated to the late Paul Bowles who
lived in Tangier for many years.  http://www.paulbowles.org/tangier.html

The Tangier American Legation Museum (TALM), a thriving cultural center, museum, conference center and library in
the heart of the old medina in Tangier, is housed in the only historic landmark of the United States located abroad.
Saved from destruction by a small but dedicated group now known as the Tangier American Legation Museum Society,
(TALMS) the museum now operates with a locally-hired staff under the leadership of the Museum Director, Thor
Kuniholm. The McBey Collection was donated by Marguerite McBey, the widow of the Scottish engraver and painter,
James McBey. This collection, covering the period from 1901 to 1998 comprises 70 works by more than forty artists
from 11 countries in a variety of media. Artists in the McBey collection include Oskar Kokoschka, Herbert Bayer, and
James McBey. The collection also contains a water color by Emily Sargeant, the sister of John Singer Sargeant, and
one of the Casbah by noted English photographer and set designer, Cecil Beaton.

http://www.legation.org/

We continue to visit St. Andrew's Church where the Lord's Prayer is written in arabic over the chancel. In 1880, Hassan
| of Morocco donated a terrain in order to build a small Anglican church in Tangier. After the church was built, it was
found that was not sufficient for the increasing number of worshippers. A new foundation was built in 1894 which
became the Church of Saint Andrew. Among the people buried in the church is Emily Kean, the first woman to
introduce vaccination to Morocco. If architecture or religious journeys excite your sense of adventure, then a visit to St.
Andrews church, will contrast the traditional architecture of Tangiers with notable Anglican architecture. St. Andrews
church has lasted over 100 years in a primarily non-Christian setting. The American journalist Walter Harris is buried in
its cemetery alongside many other foreigners who made the city their home, including the British eccentric David Herbert
whose tombstone, in contrast to his flamboyant lifestyle, reads simply ‘He Loved Morocco'.

We continue to the art Gallery owned by two Englishmen Philip Arnott and John Lawrence. Since 1991, Tangier
Lawrence-Arnott art gallery has become a venue for the most important cultural events in the city. It featured several
Moroccan, European and American painters such as Robert Heindel, Jerry Browning, Stacey Elko, Colin Watson, Katie
Gabet, Jacques Gatti, Jean-Pierre Favre, Sasd Qodaid and Mohamed Hamri. Lawrence and Arnott have, since 1975,
gained a renowned reputation as connoisseurs of Moroccan art. They have developed the Moroccan art market and
organised several charity events. John Lawrence and Philip Arnott are the representatives of the London-based famous
Bonhams auction house in North Africa.

Best Gallery For Buyers - Galerie d'art Lawrence Arnott .
http://lawrence-arnott.com/

We will continue our visit through the richest area of Tangier’s zone of villas and palaces passing via the king's palace
and celebrities’ homes including Barbara Hutton - Hermand villa Sidi Hosni. Hutton’s parties were legendary. and
Malcolm Forbes. The Forbes' Tangier home, still owned by the family, was the site of some of the late Malcolm's
famously lavish parties attended by kings and tycoons. Matt Damon’s “The Bourne Ultimatum” was filmed partly in
Tangier.

Visit Cape Spartel which is the exact point where the Mediterranean and the Atlantic Ocean meet. Palaces and princely
homes line the fourteen kilometres separating Tangiers from Cape Spartel between pine forests and giant hibiscus
beds. This extreme north-westerly tip of Africa offers a marvellous and enchanting setting. Between sandy beaches and
oak and mastic tree (mastic resin is a relatively expensive kind of spice, that has been used, principally, as a chewing
gum, for at least 2,400 years) covered hills, this road is not far from the Perdicaris belvedere, a unique observatory over
the ocean. The foot of the lighthouse at Cape Spartel, built in 1864, also offers a magnificent view of the ocean.

Then visit the Caves of Hercules (dating from the Neolithic era). A stop to take pictures of the camels and if you like - to
experience aride. Legend has it that after having dug out the straits between Europe and Africa with his club, Hercules
rested in caves next to Tangiers. The legendary place in fact exists just five kilometres south of the lighthouse on Cape
Spartel. Dug into the cliff, the Hercules caves were shelter to Neolithic man. They were then used for a long time as
guarries, their stone being used to make millstones. Closer to the present day, during the wild nights of Tangiers in the
international period, the Hercules caves were the setting for sumptuous parties, especially those organised by



photographer, Sir Cecil Beaton. The caves still offer a splendid view of the ocean through their openings in the cliff face.

After a short drive return to Tangier for the cultural tour which will be in the Kasbah
Tangiers. Kasbabh is built on the highest point of the city. Its gate opens on to a
large open courtyard that leads to Dar el Makhzen, the 17th century former
Sultans palace that now serves as a museum. The building boasts some
beautifully carved wooden ceilings and a marble courtyard. There is also a
museum devoted to Moroccan arts and archeology. From the open courtyard you
have one of the best views of the world since the Kasbah is standing on the top of
the hill on which Tangier is built. There aren't many places where you can see two
continents at once. It has an incredible view across the Straits of Gibraltar to
Spain.

And the Medina, the oldest and the most exotic part of this mythical city. An opportunity to be in direct contact with the
friendly locals! The Kasbah in Tangier is an amazing place. It has so much to offer, from great food to great bargains
on pottery, jewelry, and spices. The Medina -where you will enjoy the world famous Moroccan cuisine while you relax to
the entertainment of Andalusian musicians and belly dancer.

Matisse
Begin your tour of the old city to visit the Kasbah taking the itinerary of Matisse, the French famous painter who stayed

there between 1912 and 1913. "I have found landscapes in Morocco," he claimed, "exactly as they are described in
Delacroix's paintings.” http://home.att.net/~VTangier/mosaic.htm

Grand Socco - The word socco is the Spanish version of souk , or market, which
has stuck to this square in the heart of Tangier because of its Spanish heritage.
The Grand Socco is located northeast of the medina. The square is, however, no
longer a marketplace, but rather a city crossroads, fronted by cafes, outside the
walled in, old part of the city. The Grand Socco really is the heart of Tangier and a
good place to start a tour since it is also the point where the modern city's streets
are forced to continue into the narrow streets of the old city. This area was once
full of snake charmers, musicians and storytellers while today it is a meeting place
and a transportation junction, principally for taxis. It is an interesting spot to spend
time watching the passing parade of people including the Rif women in their

colorful traditional costume. The rattle and hum of the Grand Socco has entranced all who watched .. ‘from morning to
evening, the vendors, the customers and the plain curious milling around in sun and wind among the hundred colors of
canopy and thousand tongues at work’... It was in this square, on April 9th 1947, that sultan Mohammed V made a
famous speech in which he referred to independence for Morocco. In a place where life styles and house styles mix as
much as at the Grand Socco, it only feels natural that the old gate to the old city is flanked by modern Western-style
houses.

Petit Socco - located in the heart of the Medina. This little square is one of the most picturesque sites in Tangier. The
noisy bustling crowd in multi-colored clothing really contrasts with those who have time to idle away over a cup of mint
tea at the terraces of the cafes. It s not hard to imagine artists such as William Burroughs, Jean Genet and Jack
Kerouac sipping their tea and dreaming up their fictional worlds. Also, the Petit Socco - where cafes and hotels crowd
around is as good a spot as any to have a meal. For your meal, try the Moroccan national dish, tagine (pronounced tah-
JEEN), a kind of stew named for the pot in which it's cooked, and whose ingredients vary greatly from place to place.
With couscous, a grain-like pasta, and mint tea - the other Moroccan staple - it hits the spot. Moroccan food is unique
and flavorful, and worth investigating.

The Mendoubia building and Gardens (The international administration when Tangier
was under-control of 8 powerful countries) . The Mendoubia Gardens flank the
Grand Socco. These luxurious gardens offer a welcome shade from the midday
afternoon sun and boast a fascinating banyan tree that’s over 800 years old! There is
also a memoaorial for the former offices of the Sultan’s Representative — called
Mendoub — during the International years in Tangier.




Your hotel for the night

The El Minzah Hotel in Tangier is a beautiful
and luxurious hotel. It was built in 1930s by
the famous Lord Bute. This five star hotel is
decorated in the traditional Moorish style and
is surrounded by ample gardens. The rooms
are an exquisite combination of modern
amenities and old-world charm. The
bathrooms are tiled.

Situated on the Straits of Gibraltar, where
Europe and Africa almost touch, the El
Minzah Hotel Tangier was the fashionable

heart of 'International Tangiers'. It was then
that the hotel first acquired its deserved reputation as one of the most luxurious in
North Africa. The passage of time has neither marred the charms of the El Minzah
nor witnessed any diminution in its unrivalled position as the leading hotel in
northern Morocco. The views from the El Minzah Hotel Tangier are stunning. One
can survey the Bay of Tangiers, the Straits of Gibraltar and the Rif Mountains
against which backdrop is set the old medina and Cap Malabata. Nestled in the
luxuriant gardens are beds of roses and giant geraniums, lilies, hibiscus and

countless exotic plants. The immaculate lawns are shaded by palm, orange and eucalyptus trees.
http://www.elminzah.com/index1.php?lang=eng&page=first.php

B/L/D

Sunday, May 10th, Day 4: Tangier - Volubilis - Mek nes - Fes

After breakfast, we will leave the great city of Tangier heading to the roman ruins in
Volubilis: a very impressive setting selected by the UNESCO as a cultural heritage
for humanity. The Roman ruins of Volubilis are a striking sight, set in the ledge of
a high plateau, some 33 kilometres north of Meknes. It is by far the most important
Roman settlement in Morocco and the best preserved, having been declared a
UNESCO World Heritage site in 1997. The scope of the ruins may well be familiar
to you: it is the setting of Martin Scorsese’s The Last Temptation of Christ. the
ancient Roman city that has some of the best mosaics in North Africa  What you
discover today will be a treasured memory of your Morocco tour. Oddly enough,
many of the columns and much of the marble that you see in Meknes were looted

from these ruins.

Lunch stop will be in a very nice restaurant on the midway before continuing our
trip to visit the old medina of Meknes, the Ismalian capital and one of the oldest
cities in Morocco. Called the “Moroccan Versailles”, its medina is on the Unesco
world heritage list since 1996.

You will love the nobility and style of Meknés! It is one of the most beautiful
imperial cities in Morocco with its 25km of ramparts and its magnificent gates
including Bab el Mansour, which was reconstructed in Paris in 1999 to celebrate
the year of Morocco in France. You will also love the warmth of the population and

atmosphere of the souks in the medina where everyday life is an exceptional spectacle, combining colours, fragrances
and spicy aromas. There are also the palaces, including the splendid Jamai Palace housing the museum of Moroccan
Arts - Dar Jamai, like the Palais Jamaii in Fez, was built by the Jamai family of viziers in 1882. It was initially used as a
family residence, before being converted into a military hospital in 1912 and finally becoming the Museum of Moroccan
Artin 1920.

The building itself is worth a visit to admire the gorgeous second-flour reception room and the intricate decoration with
sculpted plaster and painted wood. The courtyard has a refreshing Andalusian Garden planted with palm, banana and
lemon trees as well as cypresses and papyrus. The museum features regional crafts ranging from wrought iron work
and wooden sculpture to weaving and metalwork. Some of the exhibits date back to the Moulay Ismail’s reign.



The Bou Inania médersa, a masterpiece of Hispano-Moorish architecture.

The Royal Palace
The palace was erected during the rule of Sultan Moulay Ismail, who reigned for 55
years (1672-1727).

We will enjoy some time at the massive Bab El Mansour gate.

The city tour of Meknes includes the Heri
es Souani stables, also known as Dar el
Ma, the site of Moulay Ismail’s stables.
Here you will find a remarkable system of
high-vaulted chambers with a series
storerooms and granaries. In the time of
Moulay Ismail, these were used to hold
provisions in a case of a drought or a
siege. Upon closer look, you will notice
chain bucket wells built between the each

of the storerooms, a testament to the complexity of Moroccan engineering in the
seventeenth century.

Continue along to the ever great city of Fes for dinner and overnight in the hotel.

Your hotel for the next 2 nights Palais Jamai Hotel

The Palais Jamai is positioned around a
magnificent Andalusian garden of orange,
lemon and palm trees, and medicinal
herbs. Despite its location just steps from
the hustle and bustle of the Medina, its
marble fountains and terraces overlooking
the city offer a tranquil sanctuary.

Designed and built with great deference to
Arab-Moorish style 1879 by the Jamai family and intended for escape, for
pleasure to the eyes and peace for the soul. The palace was transformed into
an hotel in the 1930's and has since been the host to a multitude of distinguised
visitors to Fes. The most historic and famous hotel in Morocco, only rivalled by
the Mamounia in Marrakech. An elegant nineteenth-century palace set in
wonderful Andalusian gardens overlooking the Medina. Sofitel Palais Jamali
preserves the authenticity of Fez, the spiritual and cultural capital of Morocco.

http://www.sofitel.com/sofitel/fichehotel/gb/sof/2141/fiche hotel.shtml

B/L/D



Monday, May 11th, Day 5: Fes

Travel back in time in the Fes el-Bali, the ancient medina, or walled city, of Fes, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site believed to be the largest car-free urban area in the
world. With its labyrinth of narrow, endlessly twisting streets bustling with shops,
tanneries, workshops and stalls selling fruit or spices, it is one of the largest living
medieval cities on the planet. View the beautifully decorated theological college of
Bou Inania Medersa built in the 14th century and the Karaouiyine Mosque,
founded in 859 AD and one of the oldest mosques in the western Muslim world.
You'll be welcomed to La Maison Bleue, an elegant riad, for an unforgettable
dinner this evening — a highlight of your Morocco tour.

After breakfast, we will start the city tour of Fez with a local guide. The city’s very numerous monuments are worth a
very attentive visit and have thousands of stories to tell every visitor. To name but a few, Jemaa EIl Karaouyine (the first
university to be established all over the world), Al-Karaouine

Founded in 859, the university is one of the leading spiritual and educational centers of the Muslim world and is

considered the oldest continuously operating institution of higher learning in the world by the Guinness Book of World
Records.

The Mederssa Bou Inania,

The Bou Inania Medersa is one of the most beautiful and extravagant
monuments in Fez. This Merenid monument is infinitely splendid and almost
perfect in every aspect — its carved cedar is a masterpiece of handcrafted
sculpture involving endless hours of pinpoint concentration.

The Medersa shares its name with the powerful first ruler of the Merenid
Dynasty, Sultan Abu Inane. The Sultan completed — although he did not initiate
— the building of the medersa between 1351 and 1358 and its twin sister by the
same name in Meknes. The layout of the medersa is similar in design to many
mansions in Fez: a large courtyard opening into an oratory and surrounded by
halls. The courtyard holds much of the extravagant decoration that covers every
possible surface. Cedar eaves and the upper patio walls are carved in floral and
geometrical motifs, mid-level walls carved in stucco and the lower walls covered
with geometrical designs and an elegant Kufi script praising the Sultan.




still exists suspended between the Middle Ages and modern life. The Medina
(ancient town) has retained much of its medieval soul, spirit and architecture. You

The tanneries - perhaps the most fascinating, area is the traditional tanning and
dyeing section. Even in the Middle Ages, Moroccan leather was the finest that
could be bought. Wool dyers, like the leather ones, also thrive in the souk. They
are not traders in their own right, but dye fabric to order for the textile merchants
and carpet wool for the carpet makers and artisan quarters and the fascinating
souks are just some of the too many places to see. This souk at Fez is enormous!
The area of the Medina, the OId City, covers 300 hectares and most of this is taken
up by the souk, so large that it contains 250 community districts. Each has its own
mosque, hammam (Turkish bath), Islamic school and baker!

No trip to Morocco is complete without a stay in Fes, the most ancient of Imperial
Cities anywhere in the Muslim world. This is a city that has been the spiritual and
political capital of Morocco for over 1,000 years since its inception by Moulay
Idriss.

The golden age of Fes was in the Middle
Ages, when it was at the centre of political,
cultural and religious life in Morocco and
beyond — throughout the Muslim World.
Medieval Europeans who wrote about Fes
were in awe of this “citadel” of mathematics,
philosophy and medicine. Today, Fes is
unmissable as a spectacle: this is a city that

will discover narrow alleys and wilding streets leading to enclosed courtyards and arched gateways. The architecture is
intricate with courtyards created of lavish marble and intricate tile and medrassas (religious schools) surrounded by
fountains of carved plaster with quotes from the Koran.

Don't forget to take home some of the lovely blue and white Fez pottery !

Lunch will be served at Palis Jemai

The palace was built in 1879 in the finest Moorish style and was the residence of
the Grand Vizir of Jamai. Surrounded by superb gardens and located close to the
El Karayouine University, this architectural gem towers above the Fez Medina wich
is on Unesco World Heritage List.

and dinner at La Maison Bleue- which is
the ancient home of the astronomers of
Fes . La Maison Bleue was built as a
family palace in 1915 by Sidi Mohammed
El Abbadi, a famous judge and astrologer
of the times. Today, Si Mohammed's
grandchildren keep the spirit of the house
alive by opening it to guests. Here, you
may enter the mysterious inner courtyards
and lifestyle of the city of Fés, jewel of the

Arab world, where blue zellij mosaics,
finely carved cedar-wood doors, stained glass windows with wrought iron grilles

and stucco cornices come together in refined harmony.

B/L/D
Hotel Palais Jamai



Tuesday, May 12th, Day 6: Fes — Rabat - Marrakech

rabat

Next to the palace, you will appreciate the impressive and unmatched
Mohammed V Mausoleum: the burial ground of the two late Alouite kings -
Mohammed V and Hassan Il where you will be attracted by the beautiful
scents of the place and the very beautiful mosaics.

In the same area, you will find the Hassan Tower, the land mark of Rabat and

one of the oldest mosques ever.

You will have enough time to appreciate some time walk through the Oudaya
Kasbah, the old medina of Rabat with its narrow streets and its small

beautiful blue houses.

After breakfast we will leave to Rabat, the economic capital of the kingdom and
one of the oldest cities. Pirate stronghold, breakaway republic, Imperial City and
today's capital, Rabat has worn many cloaks during its 700 year history. Poised
above the Atlantic rollers is the Oudaia Kasbah, Rabat's evocative citadel, like a
spider at the heart of a 5 Km web of ramparts.

The capital of a modern nation, Rabat symbolises the infinite variety of Morocco.
Set in a rich, amber coloured landscape, dotted with distinctive nettle trees, it
elegantly combines an ancient history with modern culture.

We will have the chance to visit some
gardens like “Les Jardins de Triangle
Vue”, “Les Jardins des Oudaya”, and
“les Jardins d’essai Agdal”. We will
continue our discovery of this imperial
city by a walk around the entrance to
the Royal palace with its massive
doors, well decorated buildings with
beautiful mosaics and lovely gardens.

We will leave to the Chellah Necropolis, the roman and Islamic ruins in Rabat
where an extremely quiet atmosphere and very beautiful gardens have hundreds
of stories to unfold! In the springtime, the flowers inside the garden are blooming
with colors and heavenly scents.

Travel through the spectacular scenery of the Middle Atlas mountains as we

journey from Fes to Marrakech. Drive through diverse landscapes, from abundant orchards and fertile farmland to
mountainous terrain, and through many villages and towns that reveal more of the varied lifestyles in present-day

Morocco.

We will continue our trip through the quick motorway to Marrakech.



Your Hotel for the next four nights
Royal Mirage

Located outside the ramparts of Marrakech, it enjoys panoramic views of the Atlas Mountains and lies two kilometres
from the Koutoubia Mosque. The guestrooms are air-conditioned and benefit from direct-dial phones with voicemail,
satellite television and minibars. All guestrooms have balconies with views of the pool, gardens or mountains, and
feature marble bathrooms with bathrobes and slippers.

http://www.royalmiragehotels.com/royalmiragemarrakech.htm
http://www.royalmiragehotels.com/royalmiragedeluxe.htm

B/L/D
Wednesday, May 13th, Day 07: Marrakech

Marrakech — the very name brings images of magic, mystery and intrigue to mind — has fascinated travelers for
centuries. Absorb the flavor of Marrakech as you explore the souks of the medina. The setting of Marrakech itself is
magnificent: the capital of the South with close proximity to the Sahara, it is dominated by the peaks of the magnificent
Atlas Mountains. Marrakech will always draw parallels with Fes, the other great Moroccan imperial city. However, what
really sets Marrakech apart is not so much its historical landmarks but rather its spectacular location and lively
atmosphere. Unlike Fes, Marrakech is not suspended between past and present; it is more rooted in present while
maintaining a strong bond to its distant past.

Marrakech, the capital of the south, is a very charming city and the one that has many of the loveliest gardens all over
Morocco. While in Marrakech the visitor’s curiosity to discover more and more about this beautiful city never ceases.

Visits today include the Majorelle Gardens

Indulge yourself in the cool, very-
blue oasis of the Le Jardin Majorelle,
the stunning gardens surrounding
Villa Majorelle, home of the noted
French painter, Jacques Majorelle.
Over 400 species of plants and over
1,800 different types of cacti
compete for your attention outdoors
while beautiful artifacts of Moroccan

crafts and culture await your discovery in the Museum of Islamic Art now
housed in Villa Majorelle. The Majorelle Garden is a small, meticulously
planned botanical garden just off Avenue Yacob al Mansour. Today, the
Majorelle is maintained by fashion designer Yves Saint Laurent. It conveys

both tranquillity and strong colour. The keynote colour on buildings, a vivid
cobalt blue, offsets the multicoloured bougainvillea, pink geranium and orange nasturtiums. Musee A green-roofed



garden pavilion, the former studio of Majorelle, is the Museum of Islamic Arts. It exhibits the personal collection of Yves
Saint Laurent, including North African carpets, furniture and pottery, as well as Jacques Majorelle’s paintings and
engravings of local scenes in Morocco.

The garden was made in the 1920s with marble pools, raised pathways, banana trees, groves of bamboo, coconut
palms and bougainvilleas. Perhaps unsurprisingly - the garden was designed by a painter yet composed and coloured
like a painting. Many of the built features were painted in a dark blue ('"Majorelle Blue") which works very well with the
soil, climate and plants. In fact, Majorelle's garden rather than his paintings was his masterpiece. Water is an important
feature of the garden - there are channels, lily-filled ponds and fountains. Majorelle was an avid plant collector. After
years of neglect, the garden was then taken over and restored by the fashion designer Yves Saint Laurent and his
partner Pierre Berge.

http://www.jardinmajorelle.com/en/

Koutoubia Gardens - The Koutoubia is to Marrakech what the Statue of Liberty
is to New York and the Eiffel Tower is to Paris. Nearly seventy metres in height
and visible for miles afar, the Koutoubia is a landmark that dominates the whole
of Marrakech, rising from the low-rise buildings of the old town and the plains of
the north. Originally built by the early AlImohads, this is the oldest and most
complete of three great Almohad towers — the other two are the Hassan Tower
in Rabat and the Giralda in Seville. Koutoubia Mosque, the most perfect
minaret in Morocco and a great piece of Almohad architecture. Built in the 12th
Century.

Menara Gardens - The Menara Garden
was established in the 12th century as an
orchard of palm, olive and fruit trees. It
has a formal pool overlooked by a pavilion
(minzah) previously used by the sultan
and his family. The present pavilion dates
from the nineteenth century but is believed
to be on the site of an earlier (16th-

century) Saadian structure. An orchards,
pools and pavilions are the primary components of Islamic gardens. The Menara

Gardens are similar to the Agdal, but a lot smaller with just one central basin and more olive groves than orchards. Its
central pool and summer pavilions with a good view over the Atlas Mountains are a familiar picture on many postcards
and brochures. Orchards, olive groves, palms and roses, as well as Marrakech's most photographed landmark - the
lake and pavilion, built in the mid 19th century by Sultan Adu r-Rahman, against the magnificent backdrop of the Atlas
Mountains.

Djemaa el Fna - a large open space full of entertainers and food sellers at the heart of the Medina. Truly an alive
painting with arrays of food, snake charmers, music players, fortune tellers. The souks sell anything from local Berber
rugs and jewellery to metalwork and household essentials and will tempt you to part with your money over a glass of
mint tea! Yes, a typical Moroccan shopping experience. Haggling to get the best price becomes an art form, the traders
do not hassle you and the experience is a complete pleasure.

Be forewarned though, the Djemaa el-Fna is THE place for pickpockets and hustlers. So leave your passports, cameras
and other valuables safe in the hotel and only bring enough money (that you won't miss if swiped) for food and a little
something for performers that you enjoy.



Bahia Palace to put some charm on the visitor's senses!

Originally built in 1867 by Si Moussa, a
grand vizier of Moulay Hassan, it was
enlarged by his son Bou Ahmed, who
added a mosque, a hammam and a
garden. The Bahia Palace was recently
restored to its former glory and splendour,
although some work is still yet to be
carried out. You enter the Palace through
an arcade courtyard that leads to a small
riad, beautifully decorated in cedarwood
and carved stucco. In the riad itself, there
are three adjoining salons leading through
elaborate reception halls, pleasure
gardens, living quarters and numerous
secluded courtyards. You can only visit
part of the Palace, as some of it is still
used by the royal family. The Bahia

palace and gardens were built in the late

19th century, intended to be the greatest palace of its time. The name means
'brilliance’. As in other buildings of the period in other countries, it was intended to capture the essence of the nation’s
style: Moroccan and Islamic. There is a 2 acre garden with rooms opening onto courtyards.

Royal Mirage
B/L/D

Thursday, May 14th, Day 08: Marrakech

Lamaison and lamaisonl

| A morning cookery course at La Maison |

Arabe including lunch! What a great way
to experience the true spirit of Morocco. The legendary restaurant at La Maison Arabe today offers cooking workshops
designed for the amateur and professional alike. The workshops are conducted by a dada (traditional Moroccan chef)
and a translator (Arabic, English, French), and are organized in small groups around easy-to-use modern equipment. At
the end of this workshop, we will dine on the meal we have prepared. One learns to prepare an appetizer and a main
dish, or a main dish and dessert.
http://www.lamaisonarabe.com/index.php

Afternoon at leisure or more time to shop with your guide.

At 8 p.m we leave for dinner at the beautiful restaurant Al-Yacout in the heart of the Medina with lovely views over the
rooftops of Marrakech. The dinner includes all drinks .The restaurant is owned by the Honorary British Consul in
Marrakech, Mohammad Zkhiri, an urbane Moroccan who has lived all over the world. Bill Willis was the designer of Al-
Yacout and has designed two houses for Yves Saint Laurent as well as many others.

Al-Yacout

A Review  http://jenniferjeffrey.typepad.com/writer/2007/01/nighttime _in _ma.html




Royal Mirage
B/L/D

Friday, May 15th, Day 09: Marrakech

Full day excursion to visit the Ourika Valley .The drive to the valley is beautiful .
In the heart of Berber country, the Ourika valley is one of the most beautiful and
best preserved valleys in Morocco. There are tiny villages clinging to the steep
hillsides, waterfalls and rocky landscapes merging with the ubiquitous desert - a
wild and enticing combination on the edge of the Western Atlas.

Royal Mirage
B/L/D

Saturday, May 16th, Day 10 — Departure to Marrakec h airport
After breakfast, return transfer to Marrakech-Menara Airport

We would like to thank http://www.morocco-holidays-guide.co.uk/ for giving us
permission to use some of their pictures as well as text.

We would like to thank www.all-free-photos.com for allowing us the use of five photos from their site.
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